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Iowa hunters harvest nearly 95,000 deer from the
2019-20 seasons
Hunters reported harvesting nearly 94,000 deer during Iowa’s 2019-2020 hunting
seasons, which is a decline from 2018-19, when hunters reported nearly 108,000 deer.
Wildlife experts say while there are a number of factors that likely contributed to the
decline, the most prominent is the outbreak of hemorrhagic disease that killed thousands
of deer across the state. It was the second largest outbreak of hemorrhagic disease in
Iowa, behind only the 2012/13 outbreak, and the reduced harvest is consistent with that
following the 2013 outbreak.
Tyler Harms, wildlife biologist with the Iowa Department of Natural Resources (DNR),
said one of the department’s best population survey tools is the bow hunter observation
survey where bow hunters record the number of deer and other wildlife species they
observe each day from their treestand. The survey is conducted from Oct. 1 through the
opening of first shotgun season.
“The lower harvest corresponds with fewer deer bow hunters reported in their survey,
and while the impact from hemorrhagic disease may have contributed to some of that
decline, our hunters are also conservationists and if they perceive a drop in the deer
population, they will make a decision on whether or not to kill more deer. This year, many
of them decided not to,” Harms said.
The Iowa DNR manages the deer herd to support a harvest of 100,000 to 120,000 deer
that was based on the recommendations from the legislatively mandated deer advisory
committee.
“Our deer population has rebounded after hemorrhagic outbreaks in the past and we
expect the same will be true after this outbreak,” Harms said. “From our perspective, we
manage the population for the long term and impacts from this year – while significant –
are likely a short blip on the horizon.
Media Contact: Tyler Harms, Wildlife Biologist, Iowa Department of Natural Resources,
515-777-5378.
 
Test results are in, chronic wasting disease has
been found in four new counties
Chronic wasting disease has been confirmed in wild deer from Woodbury, Winneshiek,
Fayette and Decatur counties this year, bringing the total number of counties in Iowa
where wild deer have tested positive to eight.
“We will schedule meetings in these areas in the next few months to discuss chronic
wasting disease, our response and the role hunters play in helping us to manage for this
disease,” said Tyler Harms, wildlife biologist with the Iowa DNR.
In the past, the DNR has set up a surveillance zone around where the positive deer was
taken, then works with hunters to increase the number of samples collected within the
zone to get a better idea of the extent to which the disease is on the ground.
“Early detection is key,” Harms said. “We want to increase the surveillance in close
proximity to the positive deer to hopefully catch any other positives in the area. In these
surveillance zones, we want to manage our deer herd toward the lower end of our
population goal to help slow disease transmission.”
The Iowa DNR submitted nearly 7,000 deer tissue samples for testing from hunter
harvested or road killed deer collected statewide in the 2019-2020 season that resulted
in 43 positive wild deer.
“While the number of positives this year jumps out, it’s not out of the realm of what we
would expect,” Harms said.
The Iowa DNR contacted all hunters with a positive deer and offered the opportunity to
come collect the deer meat, hide and other animal parts or were provided other options
for carcass disposal. The Centers for Disease Control advises against consuming
animals that have tested positive for disease.
Hunters play an important role in preventing the spread of this disease by not using feed
or salt-mineral licks that increase the concentration of deer, which can spread disease.
Hunters who harvest a deer in a county known to have chronic wasting disease but who
live in a county where the disease has not been found, should bone out their deer and
either leave the carcass on the land where it was harvested or disposed of within that
county. Contact the local landfill for requirements. Make absolutely sure not to transport
and dump carcasses outside of the area where the deer were shot as this will spread the
disease to new areas.
The Iowa DNR samples deer from every county with increased sample quotas set in
areas where the disease has been confirmed or where it has been confirmed across the
border in neighboring states.
The Iowa DNR has been testing deer for chronic wasting disease since 2002. The first
positive was in 2013 near Harpers Ferry in Allamakee County. To date, there have been
89 positive wild deer. More information is available online at www.iowadnr.gov/cwd.
Media Contact: Tyler Harms, Wildlife Biologist, Iowa Department of Natural Resources,
515-777-5378.
 
Proposed waterfowl rules available for public
comment
The Iowa Department of Natural Resources (DNR) is accepting comments on proposed
waterfowl and coot hunting seasons and bag limits, which includes 2021-22 season
dates, and the proposed restructuring of the hunting zones and seasons for 2021-2025.
A copy of the proposal is available online at https://www.iowadnr.gov/Hunting/Migratory-
Game-Birds by clicking on the Chapter 91, Waterfowl and Coot Hunting Seasons link.
The proposal modifies waterfowl hunting zone boundaries for 2021-2025 to expand the
season dates of the current Missouri River zone across southern Iowa, create a central
zone with the season dates of the current south zone, and move the southern boundary
of the north zone. This modification expands later season dates across southern Iowa
and part of central Iowa, but maintains the season dates of the current north and south
zones across much of their former area. This proposal includes waterfowl and coot
season dates for 2021-22 and extends the light goose conservation order from April 15
to May 1.
The proposal includes modifying the daily bag limit for scaup, effective for the 2020
season, to one bird daily bag limit for the first 15 days of the duck season in each zone,
followed by 45 days with a two-bird daily bag limit.
The DNR is accepting comments through March 3, 2020. Comments may be submitted
via email to orrin.jones@dnr.iowa.gov or sent via mail to Orrin Jones, Iowa Department
of Natural Resources, 1203 North Shore Drive, Clear Lake, Iowa, 50428.
A public hearing is scheduled from 12-1 p.m., March 3, in the Wallace State Office
Building Conference Room 5E, 502 East Ninth Street, Des Moines, IA 50319. Persons
who wish to make oral comments will be asked to state their names for the record and to
confine their remarks to the subject of this proposed rulemaking.
Any person attending the public hearing and has special requirements such as those
related to mobility or hearing impairments should contact the DNR or ADA Coordinator at
515-725-8200, Relay Iowa TTY Service 800-735-7942, or Webmaster@dnr.iowa.gov,
and advise of specific needs.
 
Iowa artists help celebrate state parks centennial
Des Moines, Dubuque, Clarinda and Sioux City to host '20 Artists, 20 Parks' exhibition
 
DES MOINES – Iowa’s state parks have inspired visitors ever since the first site,
Backbone State Park, opened in Delaware County in 1920.
A century later, the parks’ natural beauty is still a source of inspiration. A new art
exhibition called “20 Artists, 20 Parks” opens next month in Des Moines before traveling
to Dubuque, Clarinda and Sioux City. It showcases artwork that 20 Iowa artists made last
summer in 20 state parks – all to celebrate the state parks centennial in 2020.
The show is organized by the Iowa Arts Council, a division of the Iowa Department of
Cultural Affairs; the Iowa Department of Natural Resources; and Iowa State University,
which supplied the artists.
“The artwork is as varied as the parks themselves, from the Maquoketa Caves to
Stephens State Forest to Gull Point on Lake Okoboji,” said the Iowa Arts Council’s
Veronica O’Hern, who helped curate the show. “Together the paintings, sculptures,
textiles, photos, videos and other art forms capture the sights and sounds of these
unique pockets of the Iowa landscape.”
During their residencies last summer, the Iowa State artists – mostly fine-arts faculty,
plus a few graduate students – worked closely with DNR park rangers to learn about the
parks’ ecosystems. The artists visited often to take notes, draw sketches and gather
ideas. Many of them created their artwork on site and will return to their assigned parks
in summer 2020 to lead public demonstrations.
“This project is really a win-win. It encourages outdoorsy folks to appreciate art and art
fans to get outdoors,” said Todd Coffelt, chief of the DNR’s State Parks Bureau. “Both
elements – art and nature – contribute to Iowa’s high quality of life.”
Organizers decided the exhibition should travel in order to share the artwork statewide,
as part of the DNR’s yearlong celebration of the parks centennial. Outdoor activities will
ramp up this spring and summer at the 70 state parks and forests to highlight the
importance of recreation, historic preservation, art, culture and natural resources.
“Iowans understand how much we benefit from the natural environment,” said Luis Rico-
Gutierrez, dean of the ISU College of Design. “We’re delighted to work with the
Department of Natural Resources and Department of Cultural Affairs to help the public
enjoy and interact with our state parks in a dynamic new way.”
More information about the 20 Artists, 20 Parks exhibition can be found
at https://iowaculture.gov/arts/get-involved/20-artists-20-parks.The 20 parks that are
included in “20 Artists, 20 Parks” are featured on the Iowa Culture mobile app, a free and
interactive tool to discover arts, history and cultural destinations across Iowa. More
information about how to visit the parks is on the app, which the public can download for
free from Google Play and the App Store.
Visitors can also find information about the 100th anniversary of Iowa state parks
at: www.iowadnr.gov/parks2020.
“20 Artists, 20 Parks” Traveling Exhibition
March 16 – May 1, 2020
Polk County Heritage Gallery
111 Court Ave., Des Moines
Opening reception: April 9
May 30 – Sept. 20, 2020
Dubuque Museum of Art
701 Locust St., Dubuque
Opening reception: June 5
Sept. 30, 2020 – Jan. 8, 2021
Clarinda Carnegie Art Museum
300 N. 16th St., Clarinda
Opening reception: October (Date TBD)
Jan. 30, 2021 – May 9, 2021 
Sioux City Art Center
225 Nebraska St.
Opening reception: Jan. 30, 2021 
Featured Artists and State Parks
Clark Colby - Stephens State Forest, Chariton
Jennifer Drinkwater - Pine Lake State Park, Eldora
Nathan Edwards - Yellow River State Forest, Harpers Ferry
Firat Erdim - Lake Macbride State Park, Solon
Carol Faber - Stone State Park, Sioux City
Kristen Greteman - Wildcat Den State Park, Muscatine
Amy Harris - Lake of Three Fires State Park, Bedford
Brent Holland - Maquoketa Caves State Park, Maquoketa
Kimberly Moss - Backbone State Park, Dundee
Joe Muench - Mines of Spain State Park, Dubuque
Deborah Pappenheimer - Walnut Woods State Park, West Des Moines
Anna Segner - Rock Creek State Park, Kellogg
Celinda Stamy - Palisades-Kepler State Park, Mt. Vernon
Austin Stewart and Omar De Kok-Mercado - Brushy Creek State Park, Lehigh
Paula Streeter - Gull Point State Park, Okoboji
Nancy Thompson - Lacey-Keosauqua State Park, Keosauqua
Olivia Valentine - Viking Lake State Park, Stanton
Rob Wallace - Lake Darling State Park, Mt. Pleasant
Barbara Walton - Pikes Peak State Park, McGregor
Christopher Yanulis - Pilot Knob State Park, Forest City
###
The Iowa Department of Cultural Affairs and its divisions – the State Historical Society
of Iowa, including the State Historic Preservation Office; the Iowa Arts Council; and
Produce Iowa, the state office of media production – empower Iowans to build and
sustain culturally vibrant communities by connecting to the people, places and points of
pride that define our state. The department promotes creativity as a catalyst for
innovation, empowers Iowans to preserve history, and shares the stories of Iowa to
connect past, present and future generations. iowaculture.gov
 
The Iowa Department of Natural Resources provides recreational opportunities in
Iowa’s state parks, manages fish and wildlife resources, and ensures the health of Iowa’s
forests and prairies. Just as importantly, the DNR protects air, land and water through
technical assistance, permitting and compliance programs. The DNR also encourages
the enjoyment and stewardship of natural resources through outreach and education.
The mission of the DNR is to conserve and enhance natural resources in cooperation
with individuals and organizations to improve the quality of life in Iowa and ensure a
legacy for future generations.
 
Iowa State University is Iowa’s largest university and one of the nation’s leading public
research universities. Iowa State faculty, staff and students are dedicated to improving
lives in Iowa, the nation and the world. The university focuses on the total student
experience and prepares students to apply their knowledge to solve 21st-century
challenges. In the 2018-19 academic year, Iowa State enrolled nearly 35,000 students
from all 50 states and 126 countries. As Iowa’s land-grant university, Iowa State
advances its mission of putting science, technology and human creativity to work
through teaching, scholarship, research and outreach.
 
 
Ice fishing shelters must be removed by Feb. 20
Des Moines – Permanent ice shelters must be removed from all state-owned lands and
waters by Feb. 20. Ice shelter owners are encouraged not to wait until the last minute to
get their shelter off the ice. If a shelter falls through the ice, the owner is responsible for
getting it out of the lake.
 
Trees for Kids grant applications due March 6
DES MOINES – The popular Trees for Kids grant program is now accepting applications
through March 6.
Grantees can be awarded up to $2,500 to cover the cost of trees and mulch. All trees for
this program must be planted on public property and involve youth with the planting
process.
The following counties align with federal grant requirements and will receive first
preference: Cass, Cerro Gordo, Franklin, Freemont, Grundy, Hamilton, Hancock, Hardin,
Humboldt, Kossuth, Marshall, Mills, Montgomery, Page, Pottawattamie, Story, Webster,
Winnebago and Wright, but all applications are welcome.
Last year, a total of $12,754 was awarded among six grantees.  
To apply for the grant, visit: https://www.iowadnr.gov/Conservation/Forestry/Educational-
Opportunities
Media Contact: Gabriele Edwards, DNR Urban Forestry Program, (515) 725-
8456, Gabriele.Edwards@dnr.iowa.gov
 
Space available in upcoming hunter education
classes
Hunter Education Classroom courses are offered by knowledgeable and certified
volunteer instructors and Iowa Department of Natural Resources Conservation Officers.
Classroom courses are typically 12-15 hours in length and are held over 2 to 3 sessions
(days). In order to receive certification, a student must attend all sessions and pass the
final exam.
Iowa law requires that anyone born after January 1, 1972 must be certified in hunter
education before they are eligible to purchase an Iowa hunting license.
Upcoming Hunter Education Classes
March 3, Jefferson, Milwaukee Road Depot
March 3, Toddville, Wickiup Hill Learning Center
March 5, Indianola, Izaak Walton League
March 7, Chariton, Pin Oak Lodge
March 12, Corning, Corning Gun Club
March 12, Wapello, Langwood Education Center
March 14, Manchester, Manchester United Methodist Church
March 14, Waterloo, Hawkeye Community College
March 14, Montrose, Lee County Conservation Board
March 16, Cresco, Prairie’s Edge Nature Center
March 19, Dubuque, EB Lyons Interpretive Center - Mines of Spain
March 21, Ventura, Iowa Regular Baptist Camp
March 21, Ainsworth, Marr Park Education Center – full, waiting list is available
March 23, Burlington, Starr’s Cave Nature Center
March 24, Ames, Izaak Walton League
March 28, Vinton, Izaak Walton League
March 28, Mount Pleasant, Henry County Nature Center
March 28, Solon, Solon Lakeview Elementary School
March 28, Webb, SYC
March 31, Hampton, Maynes Grove Lodge
April 1, Exira, Audubon County Conservation Board
April 2, Ionia, Twin Ponds Nature Center
April 3, Osage, Mitchell County Nature Center – full, waiting list available
April 4, Fairfield, Southeast Iowa Skeet Club
April 4, Sergeant Bluff, Sergeant Bluff Fire Station
April 25, Stratford, Izaak Walton League (Boone Valley)
For more information on these and other hunter education opportunities, go
to www.iowadnr.gov/huntered
 
